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If today were my last day,
would | do what I’'m doing?

If the answer was ‘NO’ too
many days in a row, I'd make
a change.

Steve Jobs



(Accessibility) is a
floor, not a ceiling.

Jim LeBrecht, Crip Camp: A Disability Revolution (2020)
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e Nearly 1in 5 Americans will become disabled for 1 year or more before the
age of 65.

e Three out of 10 workers between the ages of 25 - 65 will experience an
accident or iliness that keeps them out of work for 3 months or longer.

e Nearly 1in 3 Americans ages 35-65 will become disabled for more than 90
days.

Disability Insurance Statistics, Metro Disability Insurance



https://www.metrodi.com/sales-tools/disability-insurance-statistics/#:~:text=Nearly%201%20in%205%20Americans,before%20the%20age%20of%2065.&text=Three%20out%20of%2010%20workers,for%203%20months%20or%20longer.&text=Nearly%201%20in%203%20Americans,for%20more%20than%2090%20days.

Types of Disabilities

Cancer

Diabetes
Post-traumatic stress
disorder

HIV

Autism

Cerebral palsy

Deafness or hearing loss

Introduction to the Americans with Disabilities Act
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Blindness or low vision
Epilepsy

Mobility disabilities such as
those requiring the use of a
wheelchair, walker, or cane
Intellectual disabilities
Major depressive disorder
Traumatic brain injury


https://www.ada.gov/topics/intro-to-ada/
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e How the ADA Changed the Built World Netflix: Behind the Streams
e Special Report, Meadowbrook: The Last Great Disgrace (Video 41:55-44:41)

e "Crip Camp" and the disability rights movement CBS Sunday Morning
e SXSW Accessibility (deaf), Meryl Evans, LinkedIn

o SXSW Accessibility (Neurodivergence), Rachel Lowenstein, LinkedIn

e 5 Days Without a Shower, Michelle Frechette, Post Status



https://youtu.be/5aiFVhXSvgc
https://youtu.be/OFS8SpwioZ4?t=2516
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7i_ZJxVhdhU
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/meryl_merylmots-accessibility-conference-activity-7042540733362307072-HStP/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7040784575651860480/
https://poststatus.com/5-days-without-a-shower/

History of the Americans with Disability Act (ADA)

e Before its passage, many disabled people could expect a life limited to their home or
worse, be sent away to institutions (with horrible living conditions in some cases);

e Agroup of teens attended a summer camp for kids with disabilities (a first), Camp Jened
in upstate New York near Woodstock;

e Inspired by the Civil Rights Movement, these now young adults, led nationwide protests
in the form of sit-ins, advocating for basic access to public facilities, services, transit,
etc;

e One such protest, the Capital Crawl, in Washington, DC highlighted how someone with a
disability can't access a government building because of physical barriers such as stairs;
and

e The American with Disabilities Act was signed into law in 1990 and their efforts changed
the physical world forever.



https://youtu.be/OFS8SpwioZ4?t=2516
https://www.history.com/articles/americans-with-disabilities-act-1990-capitol-crawl
https://youtu.be/5aiFVhXSvgc
https://youtu.be/5aiFVhXSvgc

If | cannot do great
things, | can do small
things in a great way.

Martin Luther King, Jr.
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e Beinclusive and equitable when inviting organizers, volunteers, and
Sspeakers

e Offer aseat at the table to ‘outspoken’ voices as resources,
collaborators, and inspiration

e |everage existing efforts (docs, community and accessibility resources,
Make WordPress, previous WordCamps or event P2s, online articles)*

Venue Accessibility Checklist, WordCamp Organizer’s Handbook



https://make.wordpress.org/community/handbook/wordcamp-organizer/first-steps/venue-accessibility-checklist/

Accessible Venue Scouting W31, WordPress

= K ~ Accessibility

431 Day 2025
e Tour venue(s) with someone with a disability;

e Entrances (cut curbs to building, restrooms, elevators, etc);
e Restrooms (stalls, paddles, handles, counter heights)

Venue Accessibility Checklist, WordCamp Organizer’s Handbook



https://make.wordpress.org/community/handbook/wordcamp-organizer/first-steps/venue-accessibility-checklist/
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e Basic, simple maps and signage (avoid venue-provided or ‘designed’)
e Provide wayfinding in multiple formats:

o Never offer only PDF or graphic maps;

o Offer common paths maps and descriptions to key event spaces;
e Place clear, concise signage at key spots along common paths; and
e Offer ‘walkthrough’ video (especially larger venues)*

Venue Accessibility Checklist, WordCamp Organizer’s Handbook



https://make.wordpress.org/community/handbook/wordcamp-organizer/first-steps/venue-accessibility-checklist/
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e Does your hotel block/venue offer a variety of accessible rooms?

e Will your venue or organizing team provide support/on-call
texting/services to assist disabled?

e Offer distance badges for attendees to identify their comfort level; and

e Do you have a dedicated accessibility team or ally-knowledgeable
contacts on various teams (often under attendee services)?

e Provide accessibility-specific instructions to volunteer teams.

Venue Accessibility Checklist, WordCamp Organizer’s Handbook



https://make.wordpress.org/community/handbook/wordcamp-organizer/first-steps/venue-accessibility-checklist/
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Offer lower-capacity viewing rooms for neurodivergent attendees
Live caption program presentations and consider ASL (keynote)
Offer pre-recorded content for neurodivergent attendees*®

Add timepoints to YouTube videos*

Venue Accessibility Checklist, WordCamp Organizer’s Handbook



https://make.wordpress.org/community/handbook/wordcamp-organizer/first-steps/venue-accessibility-checklist/

Accessible Speaker Slides W31, WordPress
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e \erbally describe your graphics or images while speaking

e Caption, add ALT text or descriptions to all images
e Make your presentation slides available before, during, and after

Venue Accessibility Checklist, WordCamp Organizer’s Handbook



https://make.wordpress.org/community/handbook/wordcamp-organizer/first-steps/venue-accessibility-checklist/
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e Test ALL posts/pages for accessibility (theme choice as well)
e Avoidlow color contrast text and designs
e Add proper ALT text to allimages (incl. social messaging)

Venue Accessibility Checklist, WordCamp Organizer’s Handbook



https://make.wordpress.org/community/handbook/wordcamp-organizer/first-steps/venue-accessibility-checklist/

Contribute.




IELCEVENE
Testers Needed! How to get started and contribute.

Make WordPress Accessible Team

e Make WordPress Accessible Office Hours

e Make WordPress Accessible Bug Scrubs (weekly)

e Make WordPress Accessible Team Meetings (bi-weekly)

e Make WordPress Meeting Calendar
e Make WordPress Contribute Wizard*

e Make WordPress on Slack*
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https://make.wordpress.org/accessibility/2023/09/13/accessibility-office-hours/
https://core.trac.wordpress.org/focus/accessibility
https://make.wordpress.org/meetings/
https://make.wordpress.org/meetings/
https://make.wordpress.org/contribute/
https://make.wordpress.org/chat/
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e Making Events Accessible, Web Accessibility Initiative, W3.org

e Accessibility of Remote Meetings, Web Accessibility Initiative, W3.org

e /oom Accessibility Best Practices, University of Colorado, Boulder

e \enue Accessibility Checklist First Steps, WordCamp Organizer Handbook

e |nteraction Badges Ryan Boren, Stimpunks Foundation



https://www.w3.org/WAI/teach-advocate/accessible-presentations/#participants-and-speakers-during-the-meeting-or-presentation
https://www.w3.org/TR/remote-meetings/#selection
https://www.colorado.edu/digital-accessibility/resources/zoom-accessibility-best-practices
https://make.wordpress.org/community/handbook/wordcamp-organizer/first-steps/venue-accessibility-checklist/
https://stimpunks.org/fieldguide/events/access/interaction-badges/#:~:text=At%20our%20events%2C%20we%20use%20interaction%20badges.&text=A%20person%20wearing%20a%20green,the%20word%20%E2%80%9CGREEN%E2%80%9D%20beneath.

..I'm all for bridging gaps.
But not at the expense of
my neighbor’s humanity.

Ta-Nehisi Coates



Thanks.
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bit.ly/wpallydaydoc




Photo/Content Credits

e White medical equipment, Photo by Marcel Scholte on Unsplash

e Sunset Over Castaic Lake, Photo by Jeff Turner, jeffturner.smugmug.com

e Healing hike above Central Park

e WordPress VIP Training in Napa Valley, Photos by Steven Word,
stevenword.com

e Joe Simpson at WordCamp Orange County, Photo by Peter Watkinson

e Crip Camp - A Disability Revolution, Directed by Nicole Newnham and
James LeBrecht

e The Capital Crawl, Jeff Markowitz, Associated Press Photo



https://unsplash.com/@mscholte?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/photos/white-medical-equipment-LPurJnihmQI?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://jeffturner.smugmug.com/
https://stevenword.com/photos-wordpress-vip-training-in-napa-valley/
https://stevenword.com/photos-wordpress-vip-training-in-napa-valley/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OFS8SpwioZ4
https://www.history.com/news/americans-with-disabilities-act-1990-capitol-crawl

Photo/Content Credits

e Alexand Amber at WordCamp US 2022, Photo by Paul Clark
e Volunteer Orientation at WordCamp US 2022, Photo by Paul Clark
e WordCamp US 2023 Walkthrough, Video by Bre McDede

e David Yarde, WordCamp US 2022, Photo by Paul Clark

Photos appearing in this slide deck are used for display purposes only and sourced from royalty-free services or purchase.
All images and artwork not listed above created by Joe Simpson Jr.


https://photos.google.com/photo/AF1QipPjRbgUpst1FByqOME89AHMrPftZ8uzX57RBg72
https://photos.google.com/photo/AF1QipP8eUtQyFhSI_7J56KOtiBA2V6JG_XmZGDZ-eUa
https://photos.google.com/photo/AF1QipObhZ_IIImmOnsw_jkeOwH8wHjSrkeQy0At8rAC
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